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KEY FIGURES
City of Amiens:

24%

i.e.
of those living in the Somme
“department”

136 998
inhabitants
(2015 census)

The Greater Amiens district (known as Amiens Métropole) was set up on January 1st, 2000
and now boasts over

180 000
39

The suburban area comprises

It ranks

31

st

inhabitants.

communes.

among French conurbations in terms of population.

HOTEL

4		
9		
11		
3		
1		
7		

hotels
hotels

30 000
students

40%

of the population
is under 25.

hotels

1 599
hotel rooms

35

hotels

4

(175 rooms)
(402 rooms)
(573 rooms)

hotels

(256 rooms)

hotel

(12 rooms)

hotels unclassified (181 rooms)

1

1

camping****
with

145

with

33
1

pitches

(Amiens)

2

camping***

pitches

(Bertangles)

tourist residences

youth hostel

(325 beds)

589 150

spectators in total since the
launch of the new show in 2017,
“Chroma”.
Notre-Dame cathedral attracts
600,000 visitors a year.

PRESS RELEASE

(180 beds)

Over

170 000

visitors discover the Hortillonnages every year between April
and October

With

170 660

visitors in 2018, the Zoo is the
second most popular tourist
attraction in the Somme
department.

SOME KEY DATES
In 1992, Amiens was
awarded the «City of Art
and History» label. This
label was extended to
“Land of Art and History”
in 2013.

Amiens has had the Four
Flowers label since 2013.

May 19th, 2017: Amiens pulled off the
incredible feat of being promoted to the top
French football league, by beating Reims in
the 90th minute!

In 2017, Amiens won the
«Destination For All» label
for facilitating access
to persons of reduced
mobility and the visually
impaired.

25 October 2018 : The city of Amiens
received an award for preserving its
wetlands
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EVENTS OVERVIEW
2019
ART, CITIES &
LANDSCAPE
FESTIVAL HORTILLONNAGES
AMIENS 2019

Wednesday
Robinsonnades with
the Office de Tourisme on
the 10th, 17th, 24th and 30th July
and the 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th
August, from 10.00 a.m.
to noon.
Go exploring by barge and then
enjoy a snack in the heart
of the Hortillonages.

FROM JUNE 7TH
TO OCTOBER 20TH
Held in collaboration with Amiens’ Maison
de la Culture, it is currently the Art & Jardins
- Hauts-de-France creative label which
organises the international garden festival in
the Hortillonnages. On foot in Ile aux Fagots,
or by boat from Port à Fumier, there are about
fifty gardens and installations made by young
landscape artists, architects and visual artists
who show what they can do during a getaway
from another time that takes you off the beaten
track.
© Yann Monel

a rt & jardins | Hauts-de-France
+ 33 (0)3 22 52 52 96
contact@artetjardins-hdf.com
artetjardinshdf.com

THE SPRING AND
AUTUMN FLEA
MARKETS
APRIL 14TH AND OCTOBER 6TH
An event with 2,000 amateur and professional market
sellers, attracting visitors from all over Europe, all hoping
to add treasures to their collections. Don’t miss it.
 ssociation des commerçants du quartier des halles and the
A
Fédération des commerçants du centre-ville
grande-rederie-amiens.com

TO DISCOVER
© OTAM - FL

Craft market and art creations
Last saturdays from may to september 2019, from
10:00 am to 6:00 pm
In Square Dufau, just by the Cathedral.
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CHROMA, A
MONUMENTAL
EXPERIENCE,
AT AMIENS
CATHEDRAL
FROM JUNE 15TH TO
SEPTEMBER 22ND, AND
DURING THE CHRISTMAS
MARKET
© Laurent Rousselin, spectacle Spectre Lab pour Amiens Métropole

Chroma, a monumental experience was a hit
in 2017. Over 15 years after the show “Amiens
cathedral in colours” (which attracted over
2 million viewers) Notre-Dame was once
again bathed in an all-new, dramatic colour
scheme. Chroma is an immersive voyage, an
interplay of shadow and light, an opportunity
to experiment with colour as the star of the
show spotlighting the western façade. Free
show, every evening at nightfall, on NotreDame square.

Amiens
Métropole Tourist Office
+ 33 (0)3 22 71 60 50
ot@amiens-metropole.com
amiens-tourisme.com

ANZAC DAY
25 APRIL
Every year, at the end of April, Australians and
New Zealanders travel to the Somme to commemorate
ANZAC Day in memory of the Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps which landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula. in Turkey,
on April 25th 1915, and which distinguished itself during the
battles of the Somme, notably at Villers-Bretonneux.
On April 25th 1918, after intense fighting, the General Glasgow's
Australian Brigade No. 13, based south of Villers-Bretonneux,
and General Elliott's Brigade No. 15 from the north of the town
repelled the Germans and joined forces. Villers-Bretonneux
was liberated on the anniversary of the defeat of Gallipoli. The
Battle of Villers-Bretonneux put an end to the German offensive
launched in March and avoided the capture of Amiens by the
German army.
© Garry

 NZAC DAY ceremony programme on
A
visit-somme.com/great-war/anzac-day-2019
WARNING ! To assist the ceremony, it is compulsory to register online on
overseascommemorations.ticketek.com.au
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© Laurent Rousselin, Amiens Métropole

© OTAM - FL

STREET FESTIVAL/
THE TRADITIONAL RIVER AMIENS
42ND FESTIVAL OF ARTS IN
MARKET
THE PUBLIC AREA
ON JUNE 16TH
FROM JUNE 14TH TO 16TH

Once a year, during the “La Rue est à Amiens” street festival,
the river market takes place as in bygone days. Market
gardeners don their traditional garb to come down the
Somme in punts laden with fruits and vegetables from the
floating gardens.

For this 42nd edition, some thirty companies from France and
Europe have been invited.
Focusing on 5 themes - Circus for the Public Space, High and
Strong, Body and Soul, Let’s Take a Walk and the Fairground
Arts Square - spectators are invited to discover the diversity
and vitality of artistic creation for the public space. A special
gathering on Saturday evening with a tightrope walk across
Place Longueville.

 ssociation pour la protection et la sauvegarde des Hortillonnages
A
+ 33 (0)3 22 92 12 18
amiens-tourisme.com

©Festiv’Art

Pôle régional des Arts du Cirque
+ 33 (0)3 22 35 40 41
larueestaamiens.com

24TH COMIC BOOK
LE FESTIV’ART
GATHERING: HIGHLIGHTS OCTOBER 2019
ON JUNE 1ST AND 2ND

This interdisciplinary festival is now a must-see
regional event. It aims to promote artists from Picardy
from all artistic horizons (theatre, music, cinema,
debate, plastic arts) with accessibility for all.

Major event of the “9 art” in the Hauts-de-France region,
the festival has many event formats: workshops, screenings,
exhibitions, signing sessions, conferences, etc. In June, it’s
returning to the 5000 m2 of the Halle Sernam, next to the train
station, a great place to discover. For this edition, Enrico Marini,
who has been drawing the Scorpion series since 2001 and
author of two Batman productions published by Dargaud, The
Dark Prince Charming (volume 1 and 2), will design the 2019
poster.
th

 ssociation « On a marché sur la bulle »
A
+ 33 (0)3 22 72 18 74
bd.amiens.com

 ssociation RL Festiv’Art
A
+ 33 (0)6 64 87 70 43
myfestivart.com
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THE AMIENS
CHRISTMAS MARKET
FROM NOVEMBER 22TH
TO DECEMBER 29TH

© Cyrille Struy

The most popular and enchanting of Christmas
markets in northern France, according to the
magazine Télé Loisirs, will once more grace the
streets of the town centre, for the delight of adults
and children. For the occasion, Amiens will get
decked out in lights and make room for over 130
chalets. Over a 2-kilometre stretch, arts & crafts,
entertainers, illuminations and merry-go-rounds
make sure that visitors see out the year amid fairytale magic!

© Jean-Marie Faucillon

© Archives municipales et communautaires d’Amiens
Métropole_ 5Z235

Amiens Métropole Tourist Office
+ 33 (0)3 22 71 60 50
amiens-tourisme.com

THE 39TH AMIENS
INTERNATIONAL FILM
FESTIVAL

INTERNATIONAL
COMMEMORATION OF
THE BATTLE OF AMIENS

FROM NOVEMBER 15TH TO 23RD

JULY 1ST

The 39th edition of the biggest film festival in northern France
is taking place in Amiens! Featuring 400 films, the “Festival
International du Film d’Amiens” is expecting over 63,000
viewers, including over 450 film professionals from all over
the world.

Commemoration of the Battle of the Somme: July 1st marks the
start of the Battle of the Somme, one of the bloodiest battles of
the First World War. Every year, thousands of visitors gather
to commemorate all those men who fell during this battle in
1916.
P rogramme of ceremonies at
visit-somme.com/great-war (for other languages)

F estival du film
+ 33 (0)3 22 71 35 70
fifam.fr
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© Laurent Rousselin, Amiens Métropole

© Laurent Rousselin, Amiens Métropole

GARDEN GATHERINGS

A SUMMER IN AMIENS

FROM JUNE 7TH TO 9TH

FROM JULY 6TH TO AUGUST 25TH

The “Rendez-vous aux jardins”, or garden gatherings on
the theme "Animals in the garden", are an opportunity to
show the importance of protecting, conserving, maintaining,
restoring and creating gardens and handing down savoirfaire to the public.

Un été à Amiens (A summer in Amiens) is a programme
of activities throughout July and August for visitors from
elsewhere in France and abroad: family holidays in the Parc
Saint-Pierre, chilling out on place Gambetta, sports activities
with “Sportez-vous bien” in the Grand Marais and various
other forms of entertainment in the districts and the towns
members of Amiens Métropole.

 omité des Parcs et jardins de France
C
parcsetjardins.fr ou rendezvousauxjardins.culture.fr

© Sébastien Coquille, Amiens Métropole

© Sébastien Coquille, Amiens Métropole

Amiens Métropole Tourist Office
+ 33 (0)3 22 71 60 50 - amiens-tourisme.com

THE 29TH MEDIEVAL
WATER FESTIVAL
ON AUGUST 31ST AND
SEPTEMBER 1ST

THE 10 HERITAGE DAYS
AND THE 36TH
EUROPEAN
HERITAGE DAYS

As every year, the “Médiévales au bord de l’eau” (medieval
water festival) gives the Saint-Leu district a distinctly
medieval feel.
80,000 visitors can find out everything about daily life,
customs and trades from the Middle Ages at settlements
typical of that time..

FROM SEPTEMBER 18TH TO 27TH
(10 DAYS) AND SEPTEMBER 21ST
AND 22ND

Histoire Traditions Amiénoises
+ 33 (0)6 28 58 42 66
medievales-amiens.fr

An opportunity to find out about the diversity of heritage in
Greater Amiens with guided tours and city circuits led by
guides qualified by the French Ministry of Culture.
 miens, Métropole d’art et d’histoire A
+ 33 (0)3 22 22 58 90 - patrimoine@amiens-metropole.com
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AMIENS,
CITY OF CULTURE
Amiens was awarded
the City of Art and
History label in 1992.
It is thus committed
to maintaining its
architecture and
heritage as well as
scheduling guided
tours, exhibitions and
educational activities.
This network is made up
of 190 Cities and Lands
of Art and History in
France.

From June 15th until
September 22nd
Approximate timing : 10.45
p.m. in June / 10.30 p.m. in
July / 10 p.m. in August / 9.45
p.m. in September and 7 p.m.
in December

© Laurent Rousselin, spectacle Spectre Lab pour Amiens Métropole

Duration : approximately
50 minutes
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UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE

NOTRE-DAME
CATHEDRAL
Built over some 60 years (1220–1288), the cathedral NotreDame d’Amiens is remarkably uniform in style. It boasts
harmonious proportions, pure, clean lines, myriad statues
and lacy stonework, making it one of the most beautiful
examples of Gothic art. It is the largest Gothic edifice ever
built. Listed twice as UNESCO World Heritage, the cathedral
of Notre-Dame is indeed an impressive sight!

© ADRT80 - AB

Admission free:
• From April 1st to September 30th: from 8.30am to 6.15pm (until 7.30pm
on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays - conditional)
• From October 1st to March 31st: from 8.30am to 5.15pm (until 6.30pm
on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays)
Guided tours & Quirky walks:
Listen to the story of Notre-Dame d’Amiens, recounted by a guide
qualified by the French Ministry of Culture.

YOU CAN ALSO VISIT THE CATHEDRAL
TOWERS AND ENJOY A 360° CITY TOUR!

 miens, Métropole d’art et d‘histoire
A
+ 33 (0)3 22 22 58 97 - patrimoine@amiens-metropole.com

Climb all 307 steps to the top of the cathedral. Get dizzy
looking up at the 112.70 metre high flèche and cast your eyes
over the City of Amiens. .

AUDIO-GUIDED TOURS

t he cathedral visitors’ centre Point d’accueil
Place Notre-Dame
+ 33 (0)3 22 92 03 32 - cathedrale-amiens.fr

Audio-guided tours all year round in French, English,
German, Spanish, Italian and Dutch.
NEW New languages are available for the audioguides:
Russian and Chinese + a children’s version in English!
Rental from Amiens Métropole Tourist Office
1h15
€5 (€4 when 2 or more appliances hired)

DISCOVERING THE TREASURY

Further to 20 years’ work, the Treasury of Notre Dame d’Amiens
reopened to the public in February 2016. The collection is
amazing both in artistic and historic terms, made up of religious
artefacts and relics considered to be masterpieces of medieval
plate.

AND A CHILD-FRIENDLY VERSION!

Explore the cathedral with an audio-guide meant for kids.
Designed for children aged 7 to 12, it reveals the cathedral’s
many treasures in a child-friendly manner. 15 stages and
they’ll know all of it!
Rental from Amiens Métropole Tourist Office
approx. 1hr
€3

“CHROMA, A MONUMENTAL EXPERIENCE”
From June 15th to September 22nd, 2019 and during the Christmas market.
Notre-Dame d’Amiens’ new show will now be on its second edition. Colour was already central to the previous performance
reproducing polychromes. It is once again the star of the show, putting the spotlight on the western façade. Amiens Métropole chose
the firm Spectre Lab to design this new show, harnessing the scientific expertise of Michel Pastoureau, historian specialising in colour
symbolism for this new reproduction of polychromes. The agency Start-Rec, founded by composer and sound designer Alex Jaffray,
was entrusted with orchestrating the soundtrack. A guide-speaker will be on hand from Thursday to Sunday, free of charge, to answer
any questions concerning the staging of this multicoloured light show.
NEW The Tourist Office has developed a range of products around the Chroma show, some of which are proving very popular: box
of 3 Chroma beers, Marbella skin jewellery, collectors’ France and World postcards or stamps being the Top 3. Other items - posters,
mugs, thermos flasks, umbrellas, magnets, notebooks and pens, rulers, coloured pencils, markers, cardboard seats, tote bags - make up
the rest of the sales.
Amiens City Tourist Office 23, place Notre-Dame +33 (0)3 22 71 60 50 amiens-tourisme.com
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In May 2018, two bronze studs representing
"Mont Saint-Michel" and "Compostela" were
embedded in the cathedral forecourt to mark
the starting point of the new route between
Amiens and Rouen. This path is part of a route
from Bruges to Compostela. In Amiens, the
walker or mountain biker has the choice of the
Paris, Beauvais or Rouen routes.

© Laurent Rousselin / Amiens Métropole

SANTIAGO DE
COMPOSTELA

NB :
You can visit
the Belfry by night
every Friday at 11.00
pm in July and
August.

THE BELFRY

© Samuel Crampon

Listed as UNESCO World Heritage in
July 2005 alongside 23 other belfries in
northern France and Picardy, the Amiens
Belfry has stood at the Place au Fil since
the Middle Ages, proudly marking Amiens’
independence from feudal power. A first
town hall it is now known as a former
prison. You can climb 100 steps to the top
to enjoy a panoramic view of the city and
the 18th-century bell tower.
Hear the fascinating story of the Belfry in
the company of a qualified guide. The visit
can be coupled with a tour of the cathedral.
 miens Métropole Tourist Office
A
+ 33 (0)3 22 22 58 97
patrimoine@amiens-metropole.com

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE
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THE HOME OF
JULES VERNE
Jules Verne lived for 18 years in this
19th-century town house, writing
most of his Extraordinary Voyages
there. Known as the “House with a
Tower”, it provides glimpses into his
imaginary world and daily life. Over
700 objects offer insights into the
personality, sources of inspiration
and memories of Jules Verne.
And what could be better than
visiting his home in the company of
Jules Verne himself, his publisher, his
wife, or characters straight out of his
novels: Passepartout, Princess Aouda
or Robur the Conqueror, as known as
“Master of the World”.

© Laurent Rousselin, Amiens Métropole

Maison de Jules Verne
2 rue Charles Dubois (angle du Bd J. Verne)
+ 33 (0)3 22 45 45 75
amiens.fr/julesverne

JULES VERNE, A LOCAL HERO
Jules Verne was a key personality in the city’s history, living here for over 30 years. Originally from Nantes, the
author of Journey to the Centre of the Earth and 20,000 Leagues under the Sea, is now buried in a spectacular tomb
at the end of an a avenue of venerable trees in the Madeleine cemetery. His home (la Maison de Jules Verne), where
he wrote most of his Extraordinary Voyages, is open all year round. An opportunity to get a glimpse on the life of the
author of Round the World in 80 Days.
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THE JULES VERNE
CIRCUS, A SUCCESSFUL
ILLUMINATION

PRESS RELEASE

Cirque Jules Verne © Samuel Crampon

Superbly restored and highlighted with its new outdoor
floodlighting, the Jules Verne circus is one of only eight
remaining brick-and-mortar circuses in France (the others
are in Reims, Châlons-en-Champagne, Elbeuf, Valenciennes,
Douai, Troyes and Paris). The metallic structure by
architect Emile Ricquier and the painted decor by Austrian
contemporary artist Ernst Caramelle make a stunning
combination that is well worth checking out!
The Jules Verne Circus hosted the best known circus families.
It has also served as a film set for Federico Fellini’s I Clowns
(1971), and the Jean-Jacques Beineix film, Roselyne and the
Lions (1989).
Since January 1st, 2011, the Circus Jules Verne has been
approved a national centre for circus and street arts. Run as
a Public Establishment for Cultural Cooperation (EPCC), it is
now part of a network with the ten other centres.
 irque Jules Verne
C
Place Longueville - + 33 (0)3 22 35 40 41
cirquejulesverne.fr

A TAILOR-MADE TOUR
AROUND THE LIFE OF THE
WRITER, THE IDEAL CITY
OF JULES VERNE
© Bibliothèque d’Amiens Métropole

The Louis Aragon Library, completed in 1826, is the second
most ancient library in France and was a regularly visited by
Jules Verne during his lifetime. The library is also home to
the collection of Piero Gondolo della Riva, purchased by the
community in 2000. The collection features an exceptional
amount of documents and objects, some of which are on
display in the Jules Verne House in Amiens: manuscripts and
handwritten notes by Verne, rare editions of his works, posters
and other related artefacts.
To arrange a visit to the library, please call:
03 22 97 10 10
https://bibliotheques.amiens.fr

THE MADELEINE
CEMETERY

© ADRT80-AB

Amiens’ counterpart to Père Lachaise in Paris! The Madeleine
Cemetery was created in 1796, designed as a romantic
park. It is one of the most beautiful landscaped cemeteries
in France. Remarkable trees line the avenues, making for
many a pleasant walk over 18 ha. The family graves of local
dignitaries tell of the city’s prosperity in the 19th century.
You may book a tour of the Madeleine Cemetery with a guide
qualified by the French Ministry of Culture, from March to
September, every first Sunday.
 miens Métropole Tourist Office
A
+ 33 (0)3 22 22 58 90
patrimoine@amiens-metropole.com
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© Claire Lefort

© Équipe Frenak et Julien, Architectes, Paris

THE PICARDY MUSEUM

THE CITADEL

To bring 2019 to a close, the “Little Louvre of Province”, the
first art palace specifically built in the 19th century to host
collections, will reopen its 4500 m2 after more than two
years of total closure. Redesigned by Frenak and Jullien, the
Museum will regain its well-deserved place in the cultural
landscape of Amiens and beyond.

The citadel, decreed by Henri IV, designed by Jean Errard
de Bar-le-Duc and transformed by Renzo Piano, the father
of the Pompidou Centre, has made its first comeback amid
a mixture of new scents and the perfume of history. For 420
years, its walls remained impregnable. But its gates are now
wide open. They give onto a square of 3600 m2, overlooked
by a red cube like a lighthouse at the crossroads of the SaintPierre, Saint-Maurice, Saint-Leu and Amiens Nord districts.

 usée de Picardie
M
48, rue de la République
+ 33 (0)3 22 97 14 00
amiens.fr/musees

Programme of visits from March to September with a
qualified guide-speaker.

THE PUPPET THEATRE
The «Chés Cabotans d’Amiens» puppet theatre stages shows
all year round, starring Lafleur, a famous Picard rod puppet
known as a cabotan in Picard dialect. Legend has it that
this staunch opponent of injustice with a rebellious yet loyal
streak was born in 1811 in Saint-Leu, which boasted as many
as 19 puppet theatres at the time. The performance provides
an entertaining night out with insights into the soul of SaintLeu and the subtleties of Picard dialect. These may best be
illustrated with Lafleur’s motto: «Bien bouère, bien matcher,
pis n’rian fouaire, v’la m’n’affouaire !» (Drink well, eat well,
laze around, that’s what I do well!)

© AS Flament

T héâtre d’animation Picard
31, rue Edouard David
+ 33 (0)3 22 22 30 90
ches-cabotans-damiens.com
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TOUR PERRET

This striking monument in the town centre is beloved of
locals and tourists who take pictures from all angles. Affectionately termed “La Marie sans chemise” (Marie with no
chemise), it points at the cathedral.
It is the work of several artists: Emile Riquier designed the
ironwork and Albert Roze for the statue sitting on the base
symbolising the allegory of spring.

Like the cathedral, it can be seen from afar.
It is 110 metres tall and boasts 30 floors. Built entirely of
reinforced concrete by Auguste Perret in 1952, it was for a
time the highest building in Europe.
It is topped with an hourglass by which locals tell the time.
Since November 2017, the neon lights have been replaced
with LEDs.
At night, with its lights and orange and purple hues, it
somewhat looks like a New York skyscraper!

THINGS
TO SPOT
ON A STROLL
THROUGH
THE CITY

© Alain Séchas

© Ludovic Kitel, CCI Picardie

© F; Leonardi

© C Struy

THE DEWAILLY CLOCK

THE HOTEL
BOUCTOT-VAGNIEZ

PUBLIC COMMISSIONS
Amiens also boasts a number of public commissions:
Stephan Balkenhol’s triptych in polychrome wood, 1993,
Agualuna by Yolanda Gutierrez in the Parc Saint-Pierre,
Sol Lewitt’s Wall Drawing No. 711 in the Picardy Museum
rotunda, Triplechaton (Triplekitten) by Alain Séchas and
Larmes de Couleur (Coloured Tears) (2007) by Jean-Michel
Othoniel. Amiens Métropole commissioned these works from
living artists according to its public commissioning policy,
backed by the French Ministry of Culture for over 40 years.

Built in 1911, it is the work of the Duthoit brothers. This town
house was a wedding gift from groom to bride and is a fine
example of the Art Nouveau style peculiar to the north of
France, both in its outer appearance, and interior decor. This
former head office of the Regional Chamber of Commerce
and Industry is now being converted.
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AMIENS,
CITY OF NATURE

THE FLOATING
GARDENS: A UNIQUE
SITE IN FRANCE
Used to grow vegetables since the Middle Ages, these
floating gardens known locally as Hortillonnages form
a 300-hectare mosaic of vegetable and ornamental
gardens in the City of Amiens. Nestling between
branches of the Somme and Avre rivers, the plots are
separated by little channels known as “rieux” in Picard.
You can visit them on traditional punts.

© Yann Monel

 ssociation de Protection et de Sauvegarde des Hortillonnages
A
54 Bd de Beauvillé
+ 33 (0)3 22 92 12 18
amiens-tourisme.com

THE FLOATING
GARDENS MUSEUM
Open since 2017 in Rivery, the floating gardens
ecomuseum, known as the “Musée des Hortillonnages”
focuses on the Hortillonnages nature reserve and the
everyday lives of market gardeners. It features a rich
collection of farming equipment collected over the years
by floating gardeners Thérèse and René Nowak.
To round off your visit to the museum, you can visit the
gardens in individual electric boats.

© ADRT80-AW

© OT Amiens Métropole FL

+ 33 (0)3 22 91 96 36 ou
+ 33 (0)3 22 91 95 53
museedeshortillonnages.fr
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Walk or
cycle along
the Somme
tow path.

The purpose of the Ramsar
Convention, ratified in 1971 in Iran,
is to preserve wetlands with their
fauna and flora. The city of Amiens
has now been rewarded for its
policy of preserving the Somme
Valley: the Hortillonnages (floating
gardens), the Saint-Pierre and
Hotoie Parks, the Marais des Trois
Vaches, Bonvalet Park and Pond,
Petit Marais, Nisso Pelossof Park
and Citadel moat.

THE ZOO
The second most popular tourist destination in the department of the Somme after Amiens Cathedral, Amiens City
Zoo is embarking on a new era. The €42 million community-led extension and renovation project will be completed in 2024.
Led by landscapers Jacqueline Osty and associates, this
project will also see the return of tigers to Amiens Zoo.
More info on the works page 38.
 llée de la Hotoie- esplanade de la Hotoie
A
+ 33 (0)3 22 69 61 12
amiens.fr/zoo

© Laurent Rousselin, Amiens Métropole

 ew opening times: The park is open every day from February 1st
N
to November 15th
February, October and November: 10.00am-5.00pm
March, April, May, June and September: 10.00am-6.00pm
July, August: 10.00am-7.00pm
Annual closing from November 16th to January 31st
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© Nicolas Bryant

AMIENS, A
RAMSARLABELLED
CITY FOR THE
PROTECTION
OF ITS
WETLANDS

© AMAH

© Jardin des plantes d’Amiens Métropole

HISTORICAL GARDENS,
STORIES OF GARDENS

THE SAINTACHEUL
ARCHAEOLOGICAL GARDEN
Laid out to develop a major feature
of Amiens heritage, the Acheulean
period, the Saint-Acheul archaeological
garden is a popular promenade
through a lush green setting. The tour
affords views of the valley and retraces
the history of the river Somme.
Admission to the park is free all year
round. From March to September,
guided tours are organised on the 1st
Saturday of the month. Cycle of free
conferences on the 1st Wednesday of
March, April and June on the work of
the archaeologist.
J ardin archéologique de Saint-Acheul
10, rue Raymond Gourdain
+ 33 (0)3 22 47 82 57
patrimoine@amiens-metropole.com

The “Jardin des plantes” botanical
garden dates back to the 13th century,
making it one of the oldest gardens in
France. It stretches over one hectare.
The impressive collections feature
bedding plants and perennials,
dyeing plants (to which Amiens owed
its prosperity in bygone days) and
remarkable trees. The Napoleon III
greenhouses recently underwent
restoration.
NEW Take to the fields and breathe
in the scent of the Jardin des Plantes
(botanical gardens), accompanied by
a guide-speaker and botanist. Head
through the ages and discover the
secrets of this beautiful planted space
as you explore the Napoleon III greenhouse.
Guided tours as per schedule
6 0, bd du jardin des plantes + 33 (0)3 22 97 41 98
Opening times: From October 1st to March
31st, from 8.00 am to 5.30 pm - From April
1st to September 30th, from 8.00 am to
8.00 pm
Admission free
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© Samuel Crampon

THE BOTANICAL
GARDEN

THE PARC DE
LA HOTOIE
The Parc de la Hotoie dates back to the
13th century; in the 14th century it was
made part of the urban fabric for the
Saint-Roch and Hem districts and Hem.
The Parc de la Hotoie is now one of the
locals’ favourite places for walks, and
regularly hosts outdoor activities. There
is a small playground for children,
while others can enjoy strolling, cycling
or rollerblading around the lake.

CONTEMPORARY
GARDENS

© Sébastien Coquille – Amiens Métropole

© Ronan LeBideau

PRESS RELEASE

THE PARC SAINT-PIERRE

THE PARC DU GRAND
MARAIS

Ideally located, it provides the smoothest of transitions
from the Saint-Leu district and the floating gardens. Aquatic
and semi-aquatic plants, poplars, willows, alder trees, and
water lilies adorn this park designed by landscape artist
Jacqueline Osty, which stretches over 22 hectares. The
620-meter promenade takes you past various landscaped
areas featuring a water wedge, aquatic gardens, a lake and
marshland along the full length of the park. The Parc SaintPierre is popular among anglers, joggers and children who
have great fun in the play areas. The Parc Saint-Pierre is an
ideal place for a walk with the whole family.
The park is open every day, all year round, admission free.

Located in the north-east of Amiens, the Parc du Grand Marais is a former dump converted into a beautiful 23-hectare
park. Open since 2007 after being cleaned-up, the Grand
Marais is just opposite the Amiens Métropole camping site.
Facilities include a car park, two training pitches (football
and American football), a skate park, pitches for football,
street basketball and street hockey, beach volley courts and
a fitness path. Plenty of room for everyone to either work out
or chill out.
Free activities all summer.

 oulevard de Beauvillé
B
+ 33 (0)3 22 22 59 75 - + 33 (0)3 22 22 22 50

+ 33 (0)3 22 22 59 75 ou
+ 33 (0)3 22 22 22 50
The park is open daily, all year round, admission free.
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AMIENS,
CITY OF GASTRONOMY
Amiens boasts several tasty specialities worth trying!

RECIPE FOR
AMIENS
MACAROONS
Ingredients
* 250g ground almonds
* 200g sugar
* 1 tablespoon honey
* 2 egg whites and 1 yolk
* 1 tablespoon apricot or apple jelly
* A few drops of vanilla extract
* 1 teaspoon of bitter almond
extract
How to make them:
 ix the almonds, sugar, honey and
1. M
vanilla together.

© AS Flament

AMIENS
MACAROONS
Amiens macaroons are THE
speciality of Amiens! Crafted
from almonds, fruit and honey,
and popular since the 16th
century. First introduced by
Catherine de’ Medici, they were
popularised by Jean Trogneux.
They are now renowned in
France, winning the Regional
Speciality award in 1992, at
the International Sweets and
Biscuits Fair. Unlike other
macaroon recipes, Amiens
macaroons have a soft biscuit
base rather than meringue.
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2. I ncorporate the egg whites to
achieve marzipan consistency.
3. I ncorporate the jelly and bitter
almond extract.
 hill for 6 to 8 hours in the
4. C
refrigerator.
 oll into a cylinder 4cm thick,
5. R
then cut slices 2cm thick. Set these
rounds on a baking sheet covered
with buttered baking paper.
6. Brush with the egg yolk.
 ake in a moderate oven (thermostat
7. B
6/7 or 180°C) for 20 minutes (the
macaroons must be just golden, not
brown).
8. Leave to cool.

PRESS RELEASE

VEGETABLES FROM
THE FLOATING
GARDENS

© CDT Somme _PC

© OTAM-FL

Nurtured in the fertile Hortillonnages soil,
the radishes, cauliflowers, turnips, lettuce,
carrots and leeks are sold at local markets,
for example on place Parmentier on Saturday
mornings. You’ll recognise the distinctive
blue and green crates they are stored in.
There are eight market gardeners whose
produce comes from the Hortillonnages.

GÂTEAU BATTU

CHOCOLATE
WAFERS

Gâteau battu (whipped cake) is one of those identity dishes,
inseparable from our culinary and gastronomic history. It is a
kind of brioche, rich in butter and eggs, whose dough is more
airy and smooth than traditional brioche. Its baking in a high,
cylindrical fluted mould gives it a chef's hat shape.

Amiens chocolate wafers are another of Amiens’ specialities.
These dainty strips of almond chocolate are available in four
crunchy, mouth-watering flavours: dark chocolate, with a high
cocoa bean content; milk chocolate, for those with a sweet
tooth; white; and orange flavour. How could you ever resist?

AMIENS DUCK PIE
© Sam Bellet

This speciality was first crafted in 1643 and was already much
appreciated by Madame de Sévigné in the 17th century. The pâté is
encased in a pastry crust.
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THE GO TRADE PROJECT, A BREATH OF
FRESH AIR FOR THE OPEN-AIR MARKETS
Launched in July 2017, the European Go Trade project aims to revitalise the traditional markets
of northern France and southern England. The project partners will help traders and producers
in these markets to create sustainable opportunities and increase the number of visitors to the
historic cities where they are held.

© CRT Picardie/Benjamin Teissèdre

PLACE
PARMENTIER
MARKET
In the shade of the trees, where nearly thirty
traders set up stall, it is nice to take time to
discover this colourful market where smells
and new varieties of vegetables will delight
your taste buds! Smallholders and other local
producers meet here on Saturdays from
8.00am to 1.00pm.

© Laurent Rousselin

PLACE MAURICE
VAST MARKET

The Halles du Beffroi is home to a covered market of 17 traders known
for selling quality fresh produce. Of course, you will find bread, fish
and meat here, but also products from elsewhere, such as wild rice
from Canada and arborio rice imported from Italy. For cheese lovers,
Julien Planchon (cheese maker-ripener) enjoys sharing the treasures
of his soil and carefully selects local producers who make exceptional
cheese.
Open weekends, this covered market is a feast for the eyes and taste
buds.
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© OT Amiens Métropole MZ

THE HALLES DU BEFFROI,
THE MEETING PLACE FOR
AMIENS’ GOURMETS

At a bend in the walkway at the side of the
Belfry, come and discover Place Maurice
Vast Market. Here, you can enjoy regional
products brought by local producers.
Textiles, meat, fruit and vegetables are all
products you can enjoy here.
Wednesdays from 8.00am to 5.00pm and
Saturdays from 8.00am to 5.30pm (6.30pm
from April to October)

A FEW TASTY
ADDRESSES

PRESS RELEASE

This gastronomic restaurant is
just 10 minutes outside Amiens, in
Dury. Chef Eric Boutté, used to work
with Joël Robuchon. He serves his
customers top-quality produce,
preferably sourced locally, in grand,
leading-edge, French culinary
tradition.

© E. Boutté/ L’Aubergade

© Grand Gourmand/ L. Leleu

L’AUBERGADE
IN DURY

7 8, Route Nationale - 80480 Dury
+ 33 (0)3 22 89 51 41
contact@aubergade-dury.com
aubergade-dury.com
 enus ranging from €45 to €90
M
(plus drinks)

BISTRO CULTURE IN AMIENS
A concept defined by small venues, small teams, fine products, amazing
techniques, a friendly atmosphere and bills of €30 or €40 at most.
A new generation of chefs are becoming part of this trend.

WHERE TO BUY
THE LOCAL
SPECIALTIES
AMIENS MACARONS
AND TUILES EN CHOCOLAT

Our selection:

AIL DES OURS

11 rue Sire Firmin Leroux – 80000 Amiens – Tel: +33 (0)3 22 92 12 18
An elegant setting, an open kitchen, inspired menus, all very instinctive,
based on quality seasonal products, where an explosion of flavours is de
rigueur.

BIG BEN

12, rue Cormont – 80000 Amiens – Tel: +33 (0)3 22 52 98 49
Fresh, seasonal produce for authentic, modern cuisine, a friendly place not to
be missed when walking near the cathedral.

LA PEÑA

45, rue Robert de Luzarches – 80000 Amiens – Tel: +33 (0)3 22 41 27 35
Excellent dining close to the cathedral, quality cuisine, rich in innovations.
Stand-out brunches on the first Sunday of the month.

• Confiserie Trogneux,
chocolatiers for 5 generations
Cathedral square and Rue Delambre
+ 33 (0)3 22 71 17 17
trogneux.fr
• Douceurs et Gourmandises
7, rue Henri IV
+ 33 (0)3 22 91 24 23
douceursetgourmandises.fr
REGIONAL PRODUCTS
• Table et Saveurs
3, rue de Beauvais
+ 33 (0)3 22 92 16 13
• La Halte des Gourmets
7 Rue Henri IV,
+33 (0)3 22 53 90 61
https://lahaltedesgourmets.business.site/
DUCK PATE PIE
• Le Petit Poucet
52, rue des Trois Cailloux
+ 33 (0)3 22 91 42 32
patisserielepetitpoucet.com
CHEESES FROM PICARDY
(Tomme au foin - matured in hay, Tomme with
cider, Bray Picard with flaxseed):

L’Ail des ours

Big Ben

• Julien Planchon - Les Halles du Beffroi
+ 33 (0)3 22 91 96 22
fromagesplanchon.com

La Peña
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AMIENS,
CITY OF FESTIVITY

THE SAINT-LEU
DISTRICT
Vibrant core of the city, the SaintLeu district has many hidden
facets...
By day, the charm of the historic
quarter is revealed through its
picturesque streets, paved with
cobblestones and surrounded
by canals, home to colourful
houses made of daub, wood and
bricks. Theatres and auditoriums,
designer boutiques, second-hand
booksellers and antique dealers
also find their place here.
When night falls, Saint-Leu takes
on a new look, with a fine selection
of restaurants and lively bars,
producing a typical Amiens
atmosphere.
Located in the heart of the city, just
a stone’s throw from the University
of Picardy Jules Verne, the SaintLeu district is the place to go for
a drink, meet up over a fine meal,
dance or support sports events.

© Laurent Rousselin, Amiens Métropole

Culturally attractive, Amiens
offers numerous events
throughout the year; the European
creation festival Amiens Europe
at the Maison de la Culture, the
Safra'Numériques, the Festival
in the City, Chroma, Art, City
and Landscapes, Festiv'art or
the recent Minuit avant la Nuit
(Midnight before the Night).

MINUIT AVANT LA NUIT
Minuit avant la nuit, the most recently created of the current
music festivals in Amiens.
Run by the La Lune des Pirates team, Minuit avant la Nuit
puts the spotlight on current music. On a very human scale,
it takes place in the green setting of Parc Saint-Pierre in
Amiens.
L a Lune des Pirates
+33 (0)3 22 97 88 01
minuitavantlanuit.fr

© Emmanuel Coteau / e-po.fr / visualmusic

FROM JUNE 21ST TO 23RD
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PRESS RELEASE

© Aux Caves

© D’une île à l’autre

CHARMING AND
UNEXPECTED
ACCOMMODATION

AUX CAVES, A LUXURY,
ORIGINAL CONCEPT

LOG CABINS IN THE
FLOATING GARDENS

Tastefully decorated apartments within magnificent vaulted
cellars, in a building listed as a historic French monument.
Several suites and rooms in different styles, ranging from
the cosy African-inspiration Lodge, to the racy Pigalle, with
its red lights and pole for dancers, not forgetting the smart
sophistication of Ralph.

In an amazing site, within the well-preserved natural
Hortillonnages floating gardens site near Amiens, Laure
and Manu have designed a special, 1-hectare eco-domain.
Try their offbeat accommodation, with all mod cons: six
log cabins, with “ready-to-rent” facilities, to enjoy the lush
location right by the water!
 ’une ile à l’autre - 137 bis chemin de halage - Amiens
D
+ 33 (0) 6 16 89 19 87 - duneilealautre.fr
Starting at €120 a night in a log cabin for 2 pers. (breakfast extra)

© Le Marotte

© Laurent Rousselin, Amiens Métropole

 ux Caves - 54 rue Jules Barni - Amiens
A
+ 33 (0) 3 22 09 79 37 auxcaves-amiens.com
€159 to €299 a night

SLEEP IN A SKYSCRAPER! THE HOTEL MAROTTE, A
LUXURY HOTEL EXUDING
DISCREET REFINEMENT
The “Tour Perret”, a skyscraper opened in 1952 and listed as
a historic French monument. Until 1969, this tower was the
highest in Europe. Now, it provides another source of thrills,
as you find out what it is like to sleep on top of the world!
Several apartments are available to rent for weekends or
whole weeks.

This town house dating from the late 19th century mingles
the original Belle Époque style with furniture and decoration
by local art & crafts specialists and artisans, as well as
contemporary works by local artists. The hotel Marotte, the
only 5-stars establishment in the Somme department, recently
accommodated the Prince of Wales, Angela Merkel and
Michael Higgins, the Irish President.

Find out more from the Amiens Métropole Tourist Office
+33 (0)3 22 71 60 50
Weekend starting at €230

 ôtel Marotte 5* - 3 rue Marotte - Amiens
H
+ 33 (0) 3 60 125 000 - contact@hotel-marotte.com - hotel-marotte.com
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€145 to €500 a night depending on room category

SOME ACTIVITIES
ELECTRIC
BOAT RENTAL
ON THE
SOMME RIVER

© ot-nièvresomme

Enjoy a river cruise through a
lush green setting to top up on
chlorophyll! No need for a licence
since the boats are dead easy to
navigate! Trips can last 1½hrs,
3hrs or all day. You can ride up
the Somme, contemplate the
surrounding countryside, pass
through the Hortillonnages floating
gardens and on to Amiens city
centre (Saint-Leu district).
 lanet Nautic
P
6 Boulevard de Beauvillé
+33 (0) 3 60 12 50 00
location.planetnautic.com
Open from April to October

A CABLE PARK JUST
OUTSIDE AMIENS
Located amid the lakes of the Somme Valley just
outside Amiens, the Amiens Cable Park and staff
are ready and waiting to introduce you to water
skiing and a host of other outdoor water activities,
not to mention a chance to chill out in the great
outdoors.
On site: DJs and deck complete with deckchairs
and snacks.

© Amiens Cable Park

 miens Cable Park
A
Route d’Argoeuves
80470 Dreuil les Amiens
+ 33 (0) 9 87 88 61 09 Open from April to October
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SKATEPARK

PRESS RELEASE

In the activity centre of
Montières, a project for a new
skatepark is in the works.

THE CITY
BIKEWAY

ROLLER DISCO
A new entertainment space dedicated
to roller skating is set to open by the
second half of 2019 in the Montières
area of Amiens.
The roller disco will combine a
nightclub atmosphere with retro-style
skating on in-line and roller skates.
This new 700m² space, decorated in
an industrial and steampunk style, will
offer games and entertainment on the
rink. The club will also host themed
evenings for Halloween, Christmas and
other festivities.
There are plans to later open a second
30m² rink for children.

The tow path is undoubtedly the
simplest and most authentic route
to visit the heart of the department.
This eco-route down by the water
is shared by pedestrians and
cyclists, providing an opportunity
for locals and visitors to check out
all the area has to offer in terms
of tourist facilities, natural and
cultural features of the Somme
Valley.
 miens Métropole Tourist Office
A
23, place Notre-Dame
+ 33 (0)3 22 71 60 50
amiens-tourisme.com

 oller disco
R
Montières ZAC (Montières activity centre)
80000 Amiens
laboiteapatins.fr

YOU JUMP
AMIENS
TRAMPOLINE
PARK

You Jump Amiens Trampoline Park, a
1,500m² indoor leisure park, opened to
the public in early March. It comprises
several slamball (trampoline basketball)
courts, a Ninja Warrior obstacle course,
a trampoline area with foam pit, a
3m-high tower from which you can
jump onto a giant airbag, a Twister, a
climbing wall and the Main Court, a
large trampoline park to perform jumps
and acrobatic combos.
Fans of the show "Big Bounce Battle"
won't believe their eyes!
Y ou Jump
55 Rue de Sully
80000 Amiens
+ 33 (0)3 22 51 19 12
youjump.fr
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PEOPLE PUTTING AMIENS
IN THE SPOTLIGHT
EMMANUEL MACRON

© Nathalie Bauer / Présidence de la République

Amiens is the birthplace of the French President Emmanuel
Macron. He grew up here and attended La Providence
grammar school in Amiens till sixth form, where he was a
star pupil singled out by his teachers!
On May 7th, 2017, he won the presidential election with over
66% of the vote, becoming the youngest President of the
French Republic ever.

BRIGITTE MACRON
A former French teacher, Brigitte Macron is above all known
as Emmanuel Macron’s wife. The youngest of the four children born to Simone and Jean Trogneux, whose chocolate
shop has been a venerable institution since 1872 in Amiens,
she married him in October 2007.

© Laurent Rousselin, Amiens Métropole

MICHOU
Michou was born in Amiens in 1931. He grew up in the Saint-Leu district before leaving Amiens at 19. Once in Paris, he opened his cabaret
«Chez Michou» on the rue des Martyrs in 1956.

JEAN-PIERRE PERNAUT

LAURENT DELAHOUSSE

Anchor for the TF1 lunchtime newscast for 23 years, JeanPierre Pernaut was born on April 8th, 1950, in Amiens.
He grew up in Quevauvillers in the Somme department, and
started his career in journalism as an intern for the regional
daily Le Courrier Picard.

Son of a property manager, and a mother working as a
lecturer on the museum circuit, Laurent Delahousse grew
up in Amiens, where he studied at the Jesuit school like
President Macron. Laurent Delahousse first enjoyed success
on the M6 TV channel, then moved to France 2 as producer
and anchor for the prime time evening newscast.

© Laurent Rousselin, Amiens Métropole

THE GOTHIQUES
Founded in 1967, the Gothiques team is an ice hockey club based in
Amiens. Under the colours black, red and white, the Gothiques play
their home games at the Coliseum.
The Amiens Hockey Élite club has won the French Ice Hockey Championship twice and has been playing at the highest level of French ice
hockey since 1982.
On February 17th, 2019 in Bercy, after extra time, the Gothiques won
their first Coupe de France against the defending champions Lyon with
a final score of 3-2.
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© Sébastien Coquille, Amiens Métropole

PRESS RELEASE

JÉRÉMY STRAVIUS
A French swimmer specialising in backstroke and freestyle, Jérémy
Stravius was born on July 14th, 1988, in Abbeville. With the Club Amiens
Métropole Natation, he first became the French champion in 2009,
then earned a European gold medal for the 4 × 50 m freestyle relay
at the end of the year. In 2010, he was silver medallist for the 100 m
backstroke at the European Championship in Budapest.

Born Mohamed Belkir, Amiens boy MB14 took part in season 5 of the French
version of The Voice.
He created the group Berywam with three other French beatbox players.
They won the 10th French Human Beatbox championship and are currently
working on an album with the record label Polydor.

© Morgan Kessler

MB14

© DannyWillems

ROKIA TRAORÉ
The singer-songwriter and guitarist Rokia Traoré was born on January
24th, 1974, in Mali and lives in Amiens. In 2009, she won the World Music
category at the French music awards for her album Tchamantché.

© Laurent Rousselin-Amiens Métropole

Singer-songwriter Albin de la Simone was born on December 14th, 1970,
in Amiens. He has played keyboards and arranged music for many artists
including Mathieu Boogaerts, Arthur H, Keren Ann, Jean-Louis Aubert, Salif
Keïta, Alain Souchon, Alain Chamfort, Vanessa Paradis and Iggy Pop. Parallel to
this, he writes his own songs and has released five albums since 2003.

© Frank Loriou

ALBIN DE LA SIMONE

AMIENS SC FOOTBALL PLAYERS
The Amiens club now plays among the elite of French football. After a suspense-packed match against Reims on May 19th, 2017, Amiens SC brokes into
Ligue 1. A first in the club’s history!
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OTHER SITES
IN GREATER AMIENS
THE CHÂTEAU
DE BERTANGLES

© Laurent Rousselin, Amiens Métropole

Built from 1730 to 1734 by the
Clermont-Tonnerre family, this stately
home features a singularly uniform
stone façade. You reach this historic
French monument in Regency style
through wooded grounds guarded
by a monumental gate with a hunting
design, reminiscent of “Le Vivarais”, a
craftsman in iron.

© OTAM - OS

© CRT Picardie/Guillaume Fatras

 0260 Bertangles
8
+ 33 (0)3 22 93 68 36
chateaubertangles.com
chateau@chateaubertangles.com
Guided tours of the grounds and stately
home evryday from July 6th to August
25th, 2019 (closed on Monday) at 4:00
and 5:30pm
Adults: €8 – Children aged 7-12: €5

AN ANCIENT FARM IN
CREUSE

THE PARC DU CHÂTEAU
DE CREUSE

La Ferme d’Antan is a live agricultural museum depicting
farm work in the early 20th century. There are animals and
displays of ancient farming techniques and equipment such
as a threshing machine, tools and various documents.

The stately home sits amid a 4-hectare English-style park.
This stone “folly” dating from the 18th century is listed as a
historic French monument. The grounds feature a French
formal garden, an ornamental pond, a vegetable garden and
a Japanese garden.

1 , rue de Revelles 80480 Creuse
+ 33 (0)3 22 38 98 58
la-ferme-dantan.net

2 rue de Revelles 80480 Creuse
+ 33 (0)3 22 38 99 19
visite-chateau-jardin.fr
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THE ETANG
SAINT-LADRE
NATURE
RESERVE IN
BOVES

PRESS RELEASE

The Etang Saint-Ladre nature reserve
is a series of small lakes alongside the
Avre river, an affluent of the Somme. Just
outside Amiens, it was the first site in
Picardy to be listed as a national nature
reserve in 1979. Peat used to be extracted
for fuel, in the 17th and 19th centuries,
replacing prairies with the lakes that are
now the prime feature of the reserve.
Other activities such as cattle rearing,
the bleaching of locally woven fabric and
helophyte-picking have also shaped the
ecology of these marshlands.

Conservatoire d’espaces naturels de Picardie
+ 33 (0)3 22 89 63 96
conservatoirepicardie.org

© Samuel Crampon

The landscape boasts great variety in its
flora and fauna.

EXPLORING NEARBY
VILLAGES IN THE
COMPANY OF A GUIDE
Boves, Saint-Fuscien, Dreuil-lès-Amiens and Salouël are just
some of the 39 Amiens Métropole towns worth exploring.
You can hire a qualified guide from March to June for an
offbeat, hands-on experience of Amiens Métropole’s rich
heritage. Guides include a sports instructor to coach you
in Nordic walking and a landscape artist to initiate you to
landscape sketching.

© Gaël Clariana

Amiens, Ville d’art et d’histoire
+ 33 (0)3 22 22 58 90
patrimoine@amiens-metropole.com
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AROUND AMIENS
THE SOMME
BAY AND THE
PICARD COAST
70 km from Amiens, the Somme
Bay is a member of the Club of
Most Beautiful Bays in the World. It
stretches over 70 sq. km between
the Pointe du Hourdel headland to
the south and the Pointe de SaintQuentin-en-Tourmont to the north.
This paradise for our feathered
friends is a major stopover point
for migrating birds in France and
boasts the largest colony of seals
in Europe. The landscape features
lakes, marshland, dunes and salt
meadows for a true surf and turf
medley.
At low tide, a guide can take you
across the sandbanks interspersed
with channels and oxbows in the
sand.
The bewitching light has inspired
many painters and writers
including Delacroix, Degas, Corot,
Colette, Jules Verne, Victor Hugo
and Alfred Manessier to name but
a few!
PLACES TO EXPLORE: Le Crotoy
and its charming little fishing port,
Saint-Valery-sur-Somme and its
medieval alleyways, the pebbles at
Cayeux and Le Hourdel lighthouse.

© SDesanlis@SMBS-GLP

THINGS TO ADMIRE ON THE
PICARD COAST: the Belle Époque
villas in Mers-les-Bains, the
impressive panorama from Bois
de Cise to Ault, Quend’s endless
beaches in Fort-Mahon and
gorgeous Authie bay.
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THE UPPER SOMME
AND ITS LAKES

© Nicolas Bryant

The lakes and upper valley of the Somme are well worth
exploring. This territory still bearing the scars of the Great
War has now become an angler’s paradise.
The lakes in the upper Somme valley may be admired from
viewpoints overlooking the valley. Anglers and hikers alike
will find it is a corner of paradise for them.

The Somme endured much fighting
during the First World War,
especially the sadly notorious Battle
of the Somme in 1916. The scars from
the Great War can still be seen 100
years later: trenches, mine holes,
ravaged vegetation and even villages
that were completely razed.
All the main sites (memorials,
vestiges, museums and cemeteries)
are included in the Circuit du
Souvenir, a remembrance circuit
from Albert to Péronne.
Somme Tourisme
Le mémorial de Thiepval
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© NIcolas Bryant

THE SOMME
BATTLEFIELDS
AND THE
REMEMBRANCE
CIRCUIT

THE UNDERGROUND
CITY OF NAOURS

© Naours

The underground city of Naours hides many secrets!
For centuries, Picardy has seen numerous wars and
invasions, forcing the villagers to take refuge. The quarries,
used at the time for extracting chalk for marling or
construction, would serve as shelters for the inhabitants, their
belongings, livestock and crops.
From these quarries, entirely dug by the hand of man, would
be created true underground shelters, known as "mûches"
in Picard. At its peak, the Underground City of Naours
contained 28 galleries and 300 chambers.
Having been forgotten about after the 17th century, the
underground complex was rediscovered in 1887 by Father
Danicourt, before becoming home to many Allied soldiers
during the First World War. They left lots of graffiti on the
walls of the City, a raw testimony full of emotion.

© CD80 - C. Bazin

SAMARA
A living showcase of the riches of the Somme’s archaeological
heritage, the Samara Natural and Archaeological Park is
located in the heart of the Somme Valley. This territory is
known to have played a key role in the birth of Prehistory.
Samara is a park where you can learn about the behaviours
and techniques of our prehistoric ancestors.
It explains in a fun, educational way the archaeological
work carried out in the valley since the 19th century and
reconstructs daily life in prehistoric times.
Samara Park is also a true sanctuary for nature with its
30 hectares of protected fauna and flora and its 80 forest
species from around the world.

© Les spectacles du souffle de la terre

LE SOUFFLE DE
LA TERRE
Since 1986, 850 volunteers from
Ailly-sur-Noye and the surrounding
area have traced 20 000 years of
history through the sound and light
show "Le Souffle de la Terre" (The
Breath of the Earth). Every year,
from mid-August to mid-September,
this great historical fresco comes to
life on the banks of Ailly-sur-Noye
Lake.
For one evening, this hymn to
Picardy and its inhabitants tells
of the fate of a people who were
regularly invaded, oppressed and
downtrodden, but who tirelessly
resisted, rebuilt, harvested and
raised the spires of their cathedrals
ever higher.
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SIR JOHN
MONASH
CENTRE

© Centre Sir John Monash

Opened on April 25th, 2018, the
centenary day of the Battle of VillersBretonneux, the Sir John Monash
Centre is a key location on the Western
Front's Australian Remembrance Trail.
Established on the site of the
Australian National Memorial and
adjacent to the Villers-Bretonneux
military cemetery, this centre tells
the Australian experience on the
Western Front through a series of
interactive multimedia installations
and immersive experiences.

VIGNACOURT 1914-18

© OT Amiens Métropole OS

During the Great War, Vignacourt was an important
rear base for Allied soldiers.
Passionate about innovation, a couple of farmers
from the village, Louis and Antoinette Thuillier,
had a plate camera, a rare object in the early 20th
century.
Once Louis had shown Antoinette how to use the
equipment, they turned their farmyard into an
improvised photo studio. With an appropriate
backdrop as their set, civilians and soldiers came to
be photographed. The Thuillier photo collection was
born.
Stashed away in their attic at the end of the war, the
photos came out of oblivion a hundred years later to
form a truly unique collection.
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© Équipe Frenak et Julien, Architectes, Paris

THE MUSEUM
UNDER
RECONSTRUCTION

In less than a year, a renovated Museum of
Picardy will open, accessible and bigger.
Work continues at the Museum of Picardy, which
has been completely closed since July 2017 for
major renovation and extension work. It is about
making this unique building a place of sharing
for the inhabitants of the city and the region, to
make this model museum a reference site once
again for art and history lovers.
Reopening planned late 2019.

Musée
de Picardie - 48, rue de la République
+ 33 (0)3 22 97 14 00
reservation.museesamiens@amiens-metropole.com

A CAMPER
VAN AREA IN
2020

AQUAPOLE
In summer 2019, Amiens will have a
magnificent swimming pool complex that
will combine high-level sport and leisure
sports activites. In addition to swimming
with three pools (including one outdoors),
exercise, wellness and fitness rooms will
be open to the widest possible audience.
With regards to the Paris 2024 Olympics,
this equipment could become an "advance
base" for national teams preparing for the
Games in France.

A motorhome reception area is
taking shape in Rue de Verdun:
about forty places covering 3500 m²
that meet the needs for water
and sanitation amid a beautiful
landscape.

THE ZOO IS GROWING
The year 2019 is a turning point in the history of Amiens
zoo, as it sets off on renovation and extension work.
As the only remaining dance hall in Amiens, the 19thcentury ‘Pavillon Bleu’ will be the first to benefit: the
fully renovated building is to house the zoo restaurant
by the end of 2019. Then a second project, focussing on
ecosystems under threat in Asia, will herald the return
of reptiles and big cats to the zoo.
© AJOA-Richard/ Joy-land


Parc
zoologique d’Amiens - Esplanade de la Hotoie
+ 33 (0)3 22 69 61 12 - zoo@amiens-metropole.com
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NEMO, THE HIGH
SERVICE LEVEL BUS
(BHNS), WILL BE UP
AND RUNNING IN MAY

AMIENS, EUROPEAN
YOUTH CAPITAL IN 2020
The city already welcomes youth delegations from all over
Europe. Concerts, shows, festivals, sporting events and
exhibitions will be laid on in 2020, helping Amiens gain
rightful recognition as a European hub for young people.

An obvious reference to Jules Verne, but also an acronym for
"new mobility experience", 43 non-polluting, 100% electric
buses will replace the bus fleet which previously ran on
diesel. Free all through April, it will then remain so every
Saturday of the year.

S ervice Relations Presse Ville d’Amiens - Amiens Métropole
Michel Collet - + 33 (0)3 22 97 40 40
m.collet@amiens-metropole.com

© Samuel Crampon

© Sébastien Coquille, Amiens Métropole

 miens Métropole - BP 2720 - 80027 Amiens CEDEX
A
+33 (0)3 22 97 40 40 - amiens.fr

IN 2020, THE
CATHEDRAL WILL
CELEBRATE ITS 8TH
CENTENARY!

AMIENS,
AN INCLUSIVE
DESTINATION
In March 2017 Amiens obtained the “Destination For All”
label, for catering to the disabled and the visually-impaired.
As part of the inclusion “programme Pacte Pour le Bien Vivre
à Amiens”, the City made sure all facilities are available to
all: social services, transportation, habitat, healthcare, parks,
facilities for children and young people, culture, sport and
local democracy.

Built over a former Romanesque cathedral, the first
foundation stone of the cathedral Notre-Dame was laid by
Bishop Evrard de Fouilloy in 1220.
Listed as World Heritage in 1981 for its remarkable
architecture, then in 1998 as a key monument of the routes of
Santiago de Compostela, Notre-Dame d’Amiens is the largest
cathedral in France. This great monument bears witness to
trailblazing masonry, and will have stood for 800 years in
2020.

 miens Métropole, service CCAS/Handicap et Accessibilité - BP 2720
A
80027 Amiens CEDEX
+33(0)3 22 97 40 40
destinationpourtous@amiens-metropole.com
amiens.fr

 miens, Métropole d’art et d‘histoire
A
+ 33 (0)3 22 22 58 97 - patrimoine@amiens-metropole.com
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HOW TO REACH AMIENS
Londres

AMSTERDAM

2h30

Douvres

Dunkerque

3h00

Bruxelles

Lille

Calais

Valenciennes

Amiens

St-Quentin

Caen

Rouen

Beauvais

TGV

Le Havre

Reims

By road
From
Beauvais
Bruxelles
Calais
Lille
Paris, porte de la Chapelle

Access via
A16
A2, A1 et A29
A16
A1 et A29
A16

Distance
61 km
225 km
159 km
180 km
142 km

Ideally located near Paris, Benelux and the UK, Amiens is
a city that is easy to reach.

METZ - NANCY
STRASBOURG

Paris
1h10

DIJON - LYON
MILAN

By train
Paris (1h06)
Lille (1h20)
Londres (2h30)
By TGV
(Haute-Picardie TGV
station)
Roissy (20 mn)
Nantes (4h)
Marseille (5h30)

By plane
Roissy Charles-de-Gaulle international airport (1½hrs),
Paris - Beauvais airport (30 min)
Lille-Lesquin airport (1½hrs)

The city is also a starting point for other destinations you
can reach within an hour by car:
• To the west, the imposing Somme Bay with its wide open
spaces bathed in soft, yet ever-changing light,
• To the east, the battlefields of the First World War,
• Amiens is on the Picardy cathedral route.
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